MOHAMMERAH
woman whilst a junior clerk. He had three or four chil-
dren, none of whom were worthy of him. His wife and
the younger children lived 'behind the screen5 as the
Persian custom was in another part of the house. He
knew a great deal of local history and was a bit of a
scholar in Arabic and Persian, not a Moslem, but held
in great respect locally. He was one of three Europeans
then regularly resident in the little town at the mouth
of the Karun, the others being a Belgian Director of
Customs and a European Assistant Surgeon on Quaran-
tine duty. We began a friendship which lasted till his
death at Kermanshah soon after the War of 1914-18.
He took me to call on Hap Rais ul Tujjar, the chief
merchant and agent of the Shaikh of Mohammerah, a
very striking personality. We drank tea in his public
reception room, the walls of which were covered with
a wonderful collection of photographs of Persian and
Arab notables, singly and in groups, He arranged to
put our horses and kit upon one of his steamers leaving
a few days later for Ahwaz.
'The view from the Consulate', I wrote, 'down the Shatt-
al-Arab, the combined streams of the Tigris and Euphrates
and up the Karun, is something to treasure in the mind.
Deep date-palm groves on either side: the turbid reddish
stream of the Karun mingles with the clearer waters of the
main river just below the Consulate.
' The place is full of historical associations and of archaeo-
logical problems. The Karun once had its own mouth to the
sea: the new channel is very broad but not over three or four
hundred years old. In 1856 we bombarded the place and
sent ships to Ahwaz: there are men still living who have
vivid memories of the event and cannon-balls are sometimes
Viee-Consul at Mohammerah in 1889. He retired from the Consular
Service in 1917 and became Assistant Political officer at Badrai in Iraq.
In 1921 he retired to Khanaqin, where at the date of his death he was
adviser on local affairs to the A.P.O.C. He was for nearly forty years a
member of the Royal Asiatic Society. He died on Nov. 2nd, 1924, aged 69.
(Journal R.A.S., Jan. 1925.)
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